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From the Editors 
The staff of the Yale College Course Critique is 

proud to present you with our issue for Fall semester, 1997. 
In this 96-page edition, you will find approximately 180 
courses and a few new features including ratings on "in 
struction," "material," and "difficulty" of a class. The staff 
is also proud to present you with our first-ever edition on 
the web, at www.yale.edu/critique. 

Our goal is to be an information source for Yale stu 
dents, providing data that we have collected in a way that 
can most help you in course selection. However, our publi 
cation is not an authority of any kind and professors often 
change various aspects of their classes from year to year; 
and the reviews you read may not fully represent what the 
course will be like this semester. 

To keep our publication going, we ask that sopho 
mores, juniors, and seniors who have not filled our surveys 
last spring do so on the web. With your help and our contin 
ued effort to compile as much information as we can, we 
hope to review every courses with over twenty students in 
addition to courses in which Yale students deemed every 
one should know about. 

Enjoy shopping period! 

Paul Degenkolb, Diane Tran 
Editors 

Special thanks to: Yale College Dean's Office, depart 
ments that allowed access to departmental evaluation 
forms, the Registrar's Office, and the Yale Herald. 

Notice: The editors of the Yale College Course Critique take 
reasonable steps to check the general accuracy of the infor 
mation contained in this book. The book is intended for use 
only as a guide, and no guarantee of its accuracy can be 
made by the Yale College Course Critique. The opinions con 
tained in the articles in this book are those of individual 
contributors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of 
the Yale College Course Critique, its editors, or Yale Univer 
sity. We reserve the right to edit all submissions for publi 
cation. This magazine is published by Yale College students, 
and Yale University is not responsible for its contents. 
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Course Critique 
The professor (in charge) 
who taught the class. If 

the class is taught by 
multiple professors, it will 
say staff 

Instructor: L. King 
English 120a: Modern Prose-Advanced Writing 

(different professor for Fall '97)oooo. 

The average rating of the 
"overall quality of the 
course" (independent of 
other ratings) on a scale of 
1-5, as rated by respondents. 

4.1 
Good 

Rating key: 

The average 
rating of the 
instruction of the 
Course on a scale 

of 1-5 

The average rating of the 
subject material being 
taught on a scale of 1-5 

3.5-4.4 Good 

Instruction Material 

4.5-5.0 Outstanding 

2.5-3.4 Average 

3.9 

below 1.4 Poor 
15-2.4 Below Average 

4.2 

The average 
number of 

hours per 
week respon 
dents spent on 
the course, 
NOT including 
class time. 

The average 
rating of the 
difficulty of the 

User's Guide 
The department, number, and 
title of the course. Courses are 

listed alphabetically as their titles 
appear in the Blue Book. Cross 
listed courses appear in the 
department where the course 
description is found in the Blue 
Book. 

Course on a 

scale of 1-5 

Difficulty Hrs/wk: 6 
4.5 Major. 1/43 

This notes if the course is being taught 
by a professor other than the one shown 
above. 

The ratio of 

respondents who 
took the course 
for CR/DIF 

NOT CR/D/F 

The ratio of 

respondents 
who would 

The ratio of 
respondents who 
took the course 

for their major 

recommend 

Recommended: n/a 

Responses: 43/155 6 SR, 12 JR, 22 SO, 115 FR 

the course to 
a friend 

The total number of 
students enrolled 

listed by year, NOT 
included non 
undergraduates 

The number people who responded to our 
survey out of the total number of people in 
the class. If the department allowed 
access to the professor's Dean's Evalua 
tions, it will say "Dean's" 
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